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This action has been determined to be
not significant for purposes of E.O.
12866.

This notice contains collection of
information requirements subject to the
Paperwork Reduction Act. Standard
Forms 424, 424A, 424B and SF–LLL
have been approved by OMB under the
respective control numbers 0348–0043,
0348–0044, 0348–0040, and 0348–0046.
Notwithstanding any other provision of
the law, no person is required to
respond to, nor shall any person be
subject to a penalty for failure to comply
with, a collection of information subject
to the requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act, unless that collection of
information displays a currently valid
OMB Control Number.

Dated: April 4, 2002.
Louisa Koch,
Deputy Assistant Administrator, NOAA
Research.
[FR Doc. 02–8554 Filed 4–8–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–KD–M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration
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New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Scallop Advisory Panel and Plan
Development Team (PDT) in April,
2002. Recommendations from the
Committee will be brought to the full
Council for formal consideration and
action, if appropriate.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Thursday, April 25, 2002, at 10:00 a.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Sheraton Inn Providence Airport,
1850 Post Road, Warwick, RI 02886;
telephone: 401–738–4000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council
978–465–0492. Requests for special
accommodations should be addressed to
the New England Fishery Management
Council, 50 Water Street, Newburyport,
MA 01950.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Advisory Panel will meet with the PDT
to review and discuss the Draft

Amendment 10 alternatives and impact
analyses. The Advisory Panel meeting
will begin by selecting a chair and vice-
chair, followed by the joint meeting
with the PDT. The Council will hold a
follow-up meeting after a few weeks for
the Advisory Panel to develop
recommendations for preferred and non-
preferred alternatives.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul
J. Howard (see ADDRESSES) at least 5
days prior to the meeting date.

Dated: April 4, 2002.
Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 02–8555 Filed 4–8–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 040402B]

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Recreational Advisory Panel, Monkfish
Oversight and Groundfish Oversight
Committees in April 2002, to consider
actions affecting New England fisheries
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from these groups
will be brought to the full Council for
formal consideration and action, if
appropriate.

DATES: The meetings will be held
between April 26, 2002, and April 30,

2002. See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
for specific dates and times.
ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held
in Peabody, MA and Newport News,
VA. See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for
specific locations.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council,
978–465–0492. Requests for special
accommodations should be addressed to
the New England Fishery Management
Council, 50 Water Street, Mill 2,
Newburyport, MA 01950.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Meeting Dates, Times, Locations, and
Agendas

Friday, April 26, 2002, at 9:30 a.m.—
Recreational Advisory Panel Meeting

Location: Holiday Inn, One Newbury
Street, Route 1, Peabody, MA 01960;
telephone: 978–535–4600.

This will be the first meeting of the
Recreational Fishing Advisory Panel.
After selecting a chair, panel members
will review the role of Council advisors.
They will then develop
recommendations for the Council with
respect to the general strategy and
overall policy issues facing recreational
(including party/charter) fishermen in
fisheries managed by the New England
Fishery Management Council. The Panel
will also discuss the ongoing
development of Amendment 13 to the
Northeast Multispecies Fishery
Management Plan (FMP), and may
develop preliminary recommendations
for recreational management measures.
They will consider these suggested
measures and will develop a
recommendation that will be reviewed
by the Council at a later date. After
Council approval, the measures will be
analyzed and included in a Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement.

Monday, April 29, 2002, at 10 a.m.
and Tuesday, April 30, 2002, at 8:30
a.m.—Monkfish Oversight Committee
Meeting.

Location: Omni Newport News Hotel,
1000 Omni Boulevard, Newport News,
VA 23606; telephone: 757–873–6664.

The Committee will continue to
develop its recommendations to the
New England and Mid-Atlantic
Councils for management alternatives to
be analyzed in the Amendment 2 Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement. Alternatives designed to
achieve the approved goals and
objectives include, but are not limited
to: permit qualification criteria for
vessels fishing south of 38N;
management program for a deepwater
directed fishery in the southern fisheries
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management area; separation of
monkfish days-at-sea (DAS) from
multispecies and sea scallop DAS
programs, including counting of
monkfish DAS as 24–hour days;
measures to minimize impacts of the
fishery on endangered sea turtles;
measures to minimize bycatch in
directed in non-directed fisheries
including mesh size and other gear
requirements; an exemption program for
vessels fishing for monkfish outside of
the EEZ (in the Northwest Atlantic
Fisheries Organization Regulated Area);
alternative areas for essential fish
habitat (EFH) designation and measures
to minimize impacts of the fishery on
EFH; measures to improve data
collection and research on monkfish,
including mechanisms for funding
cooperative research programs.

Tuesday, April 30, 2002, at 9:30
a.m.—Groundfish Oversight Committee
Meeting

Location: Holiday Inn, One Newbury
Street, Route 1, Peabody, MA 01960;
telephone: 978–535–4600.

The Committee will continue
development of Amendment 13 to the
Northeast Multispecies FMP.
Amendment 13 will end overfishing and
establish rebuilding schedules for
overfished stocks. At a meeting on
February 27, 2002, the New England
Council decided to develop groundfish
management measures for five broad
areas and one user group: Inshore Gulf
of Maine, offshore Gulf of Maine,
eastern Georges Bank, western Georges
Bank, Southern New England/Mid
Atlantic, and recreational/charter/party.
This meeting will focus on recreational
(including party/charter) fishing for
groundfish in the Northeast Region of
the National Marine Fisheries Service.
Interested parties will be consulted to
identify management measures that will
achieve specific biological, economic,
and social objectives identified by the
Council. Such measures may include,
but are not limited to, trip or bag limits,
changes to the minimum sizes, year-
round or seasonal closed areas, or gear
changes. The Committee will consider
these suggested measures and will
develop a recommendation that will be
reviewed by the Council at a later date.
After Council approval, the measures
will be analyzed and included in a Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice

that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation orother auxiliary aids
should be directed to Paul J. Howard
(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 days prior to
the meeting dates.

Dated: April 4, 2002.
Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 02–8556 Filed 4–8–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Patent and Trademark Office

RIN 0651–AB34

Proposed Plan for an Electronic Public
Search Facility

AGENCY: Patent and Trademark Office,
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of public hearing and
request for comments on the proposed
plan for an electronic public search
facility.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO) is proposing
a plan to eliminate the paper patent and
trademark registration collections from
its public search facilities and to
transition to electronic patent and
trademark information collections. The
USPTO has determined that paper
patent and trademark registration
collections are no longer needed for
public reference because of the
availability of mature and reliable
electronic search systems in its public
search facilities. The USPTO is seeking
public comment on issues related to this
proposed plan. The USPTO is also
seeking input on whether any
governmental entity or non-profit
organization is interested in acquiring
the paper patent and trademark
registration collections to be removed
from the USPTO’s public search
facilities.

DATES: A public hearing will be held on
May 16, 2002, starting at 9:30 a.m. and
ending no later than 5 p.m. Those
wishing to speak must request an
opportunity to do so no later than April
30, 2002. Speakers should provide a

written copy of their remarks for
inclusion in the record.

To be ensured of consideration,
written comments must be received on
or before May 16, 2002.

Any interested governmental entity or
non-profit organization should contact
the USPTO on or before May 24, 2002,
to indicate a desire to acquire the paper
patent and trademark registration
collections to be removed from the
USPTO’s public search facilities.
ADDRESSES: The public hearing will be
held in the Patent Theater located on
the second floor of Crystal Park 2, Room
200, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA.
Any request to speak at the public
hearing must be submitted by electronic
mail message over the Internet to paper-
removal@uspto.gov or by facsimile to
(703) 308–7792, marked to the attention
of Ronald Hack, Deputy Chief
Information Officer for Information
Technology Services. Comments should
be sent by electronic mail message over
the Internet addressed to: paper-
removal@uspto.gov. Comments may also
be submitted by mail addressed to:
Under Secretary of Commerce for
Intellectual Property and Director of the
United States Patent and Trademark
Office, Washington, D.C. 20231, marked
to the attention of Ronald Hack, Deputy
Chief Information Officer for
Information Technology Services, or by
facsimile to (703) 308–7792. Although
comments may be submitted by mail or
facsimile, the USPTO prefers to receive
comments by electronic mail message
over the Internet. The USPTO also
prefers that the comments be submitted
as machine-readable submissions
provided as unformatted text (e.g.,
ASCII or plain text), or as formatted text
in Microsoft Word (Macintosh, DOS or
Windows versions) or WordPerfect
(Macintosh, DOS or Windows versions)
format. If submitted by mail, machine-
readable submissions may be provided
on a 3 1/2-inch floppy disk formatted
for use in either a Macintosh or MSDOS-
based computer, and must be
accompanied by a paper copy.

Any governmental entity or non-profit
organization interested in acquiring the
paper patent and trademark registration
collections to be removed from the
USPTO’s public search facilities should
contact Ronald Hack, Deputy Chief
Information Officer for Information
Technology Services by facsimile
marked ‘‘ATTN PAPER COLLECTIONS’’
at (703) 308–7792.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ronald Hack by telephone at (703) 305–
9095, by facsimile at (703) 308–7792, by
electronic mail at
ronald.hack@uspto.gov; to Martha
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